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is formed chiefly of the constituents common to this formation, basalt
predominating, together with the black soil which always accompanies
it. An outcrop of Vindhyan sandstone occurs close to Ratlam town,
and is quarried for building purposes.

The Rajas are Rathor Rajputs of the Jodhpur house, being descended
from Raja Udai Singh (1584-95), one of whose great-grandsons, Ratan
Singh, founded  the house of Ratlam.    The date  of Ratan Singh's
birth is uncertain, but occurred about 1618.    The popular tradition
which accounts for the rise in favour of Ratan Singh with the emperor
Shah Jahan tells how,  when armed only with a katdr (dagger), he
encountered and slew an infuriated elephant which was causing havoc
in the streets of Delhi.   This deed was witnessed by the emperor, who,
in reward, granted Ratan Singh &jaglr worth 53 lakhs.    In sober fact,
however, this jdglr appears to have been awarded for good service
against the Usbegs at Kandahar and   the Persians in Khorasan  in
1651-2.    Ratan Singh was at the same time made a commander of
3,000, and granted the usual insignia of royalty and title of Maharaja.
About six years after assuming charge of ihejagir, he was called upon
to join Raja Jaswant Singh of Jodhpur, who was marching to oppose
Aurangzeb and Mm ad.    In the battle fought at Dharmatpur close to
Ujjain, in 1658, Ratan Singh was killed.    Dharmatpur has since been
known as Fatehabad, and is now a junction on the Rajputana-Mahva
Railway.    Ratan Singh's cenotaph stands near the village.    As a lesult
of this action, the fortunes of the family declined and they lost much
territory.    About the end of the reign of Raja Chhatarsal, one of the
sons of Ratan Singh, the State became split up into three portions.
Kesho Das, a nephew of Chhatarsal, obtained possession of SITAMAU,
Chhatarsal's eldest son Kesri Singh succeeding to Ratlam, and Pratap
Singh, a younger  son  of Chhatarsal, obtaining Raoti.    Dissensions
arising later on, the emperor intervened and upheld the claim of Man
Singh, Kesri Singh's son, to the State.    Man Singh then conferied the
idglr of Raoti on his brother Jai Singh, who founded the SAILANA
State.    In  the  eighteenth  century the country was overrun  by the
Marathas,   and   Raja   Padam   Singh   became   tributary  to   Sindhia.
Further incursions by Jaswant Rao Holkar made punctual payment
of Smdhia's tribute impossible, and Bapu Sindhia, who had been sent
to enforce its payment, ravaged the State.    Raja Parvat Singh, driven
to desperation, determined to resort to arms, and inflicted a severe
defeat on Sindhia.    Subsequent bloodshed was aveited by the inter-
vention of Sir John Malcolm, who in 1819 mediated on behalf of the
State, and guaranteed the payment of the tribute of Rs. 46,000 due to
Sindhia, on which that chief agreed not to interfere in any way with
the internal management of Ratlam.    This tribute is now paid to the
British Government under the treaty made with Sindhia in 1860.   Raja